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and were (or should be) engrossed in the contemplation of divine 
things. 

It will be seen that Dr. Holl has used Symeon's letter as the start- 
ing-point from which to treat a much larger subject. He has found 
that ecstasy, or enthusiasm, was not uncommon in the eastern church 
of the tenth century. He accordingly proceeds to discuss its influ- 
ence upon penitential discipline, especially when this religious indi- 
vidualism came into conflict with the regular ecclesiastical machinery. 
He shows that mystic rapture did not rule uninterruptedly in the East, 
but that the importance which it gained in the time of Symeon was 
sufficient to produce a new outburst of vigorous life in the fourteenth 
century, in the Hesychastse. Their theology was in the main merely 
"a recapitulation of Symeon's thought." And the controversy which 
they aroused in the eastern church was, in fact, a renewal, under differ- 
ent conditions, of the old strife over the authority of prophetic reve- 
lation, as against the established church order. 

The book before us has, then, a threefold value. In the first place, 
it adds to our knowledge of a comparatively neglected field of patristic 
literature, by restoring to its rightful author and critically editing a 
valuable document. In the second place, it makes a solid contribution 
to the history of monasticism. Lastly, and, in the opinion of the 
author, most important of all, it shows how the spirit of prophecy sur- 
vived all the paralyzing tendencies of ecclesiastical organization, and 
repeatedly asserted its independent divine authority. To quote : 

" Der Gegensatz zwischen Amt und Geist ist nicht verschwunden, 
als sich die festen Formen einer Verfassung in der Kirche herausbil- 
deten. Das Monchtum hat ihn neu belebt, und die Kirche hat ihn 
verewigt, indem sie das Monchtum anerkannte." 

It is to be hoped that Dr. Holl will carry out his design of editing 
the Life of Symeon (written by Niketas Stethatos), which he regards as 
worthy to compare with the famous Vita Antonii. 

J. WlNTHROP PLATNER. 

Harvard University, 
Cambridge, Mass. 

The Church of the West in the Middle Ages. By H. B. 
Workman, M.A. London: Charles H. Kelley, 1898. Pp. 
xii + 316. 2s. 6d. 

This little volume comes in the series of " Books for Bible Stu- 
dents." It is popular and attractive in style, and at the same time as 
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accurate as a book of its kind could be expected to be. This is only 
the first volume, which brings the subject from Gregory the Great down 
to St. Bernard. The second volume will bring it down to the dawn of 
the Reformation. 

In this incomplete form some of the subjects, as monasticism and 
scholasticism, seem to be estimated too favorably, but all this will be 
corrected in the further treatment to be given them. 

The three parts treat of the rise of the papal supremacy, scholas- 
ticism, and monasticism. The work is not very systematic, but is rather 
like a series of elementary, but very interesting, essays on church his- 
tory, arranged in chronological order. The one who reads so much 
as has been given will certainly want to learn more, and Mr. Workman 
has provided at the beginning of each chapter a well-selected biliogra- 
phy, such as can be found in all libraries of moderate pretensions. 

In view of the general accuracy of the work, we were not prepared 
to see the author, on p. 203, refer to " the fatal millennial year (1000), 
with its dread of the end of all things, etc.," as if taking it without 
even a grain of salt. If he had not been nodding here and there 
when he read Rashdall's Universities in the Middle Ages, found in his 
bibliography on the opposite page, he would not have seemed so 
credulous as he does in the above quotation. 

However, there are not many cases of this kind, and the book is to 

be heartily recommended to all readers who would like a rapid survey 

of mediaeval church history, and there can be no doubt that the second 

volume will be eagerly awaited by many readers of the first. 

J. W. Moncrief. 
The University of Chicago. 

The Life of Saint Hugh of Lincoln. Translated from the 
French Carthusian Life and edited with Large Additions. 
By Herbert Thurston, S.J. London : Burns & Oates, 
Limited ; New York, Cincinnati, Chicago : Benziger Bros. 
Pp. xxvi + 650. 10s. 6d. 

This biography of a commanding and attractive personality is, 
for the most part, a translation of the French Vie de St. Hugues de 
Lincoln, which was published by a monk of the Grande Chartreuse in 
1890. The name of the English translator does not appear. The 
editor has allowed himself considerable latitude, and even increased 
the original material by more than one-third. He has supplemented 
the information given by the French biographer, principally in those 



